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This week there has been an impor-
tant development on that front. On
Tuesday, the European Court on
Human Rights found that the steriliza-
tion without informed consent of a
Romani woman had violated article 3
of the European Convention on Human
Rights, the prohibition on inhuman or
degrading treatment, and article 8, the
right to family life.

This is an incredibly important vic-
tory for a woman who was wrongfully
sterilized at the time of the birth of
her second child and who has since
struggled for 11 years to vindicate this
claim. I commend her for her bravery
and tenaciousness in the face of numer-
ous obstacles. At the same time, I am
aware that the damages awarded by
the court can never fully compensate
for what was taken from her.

I regret that it has taken so long to
achieve this single victory. Thus far,
the Slovak Government has refused to
acknowledge this past practice of tar-
geting Romani women for sterilization.
In the last decade, in the face of grow-
ing documentation of this abuse and
increasing calls for the Slovak Govern-
ment to acknowledge this grave human
rights violation, Slovak authorities
have, in turns, made threats against
victims, denied the past abuse, and
some voices even continue to call for
making sterilization freely available to
““socially excluded communities’’—a
term that is almost synonymously
used to describe Roma.

There are other countries where ster-
ilization without consent also occurred
in the last century, including Norway,
Switzerland, Sweden and 33 States in
the United States. But Slovakia has
been singularly resistant to acknowl-
edging that these abuses not only hap-
pened, but are indefensible by modern
standards.

While I welcome this week’s decision
by the European court, it does not put
an end to this issue. There are two
other sterilization cases pending in
Slovakia’s domestic courts, and five
other cases pending against Slovakia
before the European court. I urge the
Slovak Government not to force vic-
tims through the painful process of
litigating each case—a process that has
immeasurable costs for all sides—and
to establish a less burdensome process
for victims to have their claims recog-
nized. It is long overdue for Slovak au-
thorities to acknowledge that Romani
women were targeted for sterilization
without informed consent.

———

U.S. MARINE CORPS

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I rise
today in honor of the U.S. Marine
Corps as it celebrates 236 years of sac-
rifice and service to this great Nation.
In the spirit of a true marine, ooo-rah
and happy birthday. This week, it is
fitting that our great and deliberate
body, the Senate, passed a bill to honor
and revere the Montford Point ma-
rines, the first African Americans to
serve in our Corps. Last night, the Sen-
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ate passed legislation to award the
Montford Point marines the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. I can think of no
better way to honor these gentleman,
most of whom are now in their nine-
ties, for being a part of our Nation’s
history during a difficult time, both
abroad and at home.

In 1942, the U.S. Marine Corps opened
its doors for African Americans to play
a role in combat. Unfortunately, these
men were not trained where marines
before them had done so. Instead, from
1942 to 1949, the Corps trained Black
marines at Montford Point Camp in
North Carolina.

Like true marines, even with seg-
regated training, these men fought
shoulder to shoulder next to every ma-
rine in World War II. Their actions
were significant during our campaign
in the Pacific. Their service to the
Corps is now a significant thread in its
history. The Marine Corps extols the
virtues of courage, intelligence, integ-
rity, and leadership. I am proud that
the spirit of the Corps resonated in
every one of these marines, even in a
time of great inequality. In theater, a
marine is a marine. We are brothers,
regardless of color or creed. The duty
every marine pledges to mission and
man is equal. It is what makes our
Corps the great fighting force that con-
tinues today.

I applaud our Commandant, General
Amos. Without his commitment to this
initiative honoring the Montford Point
marines, we may not have passed the
bill so easily. I am very proud of my
Corps, humbled by all the men and
women who continue to join our Armed
Forces, and to the Senate for finally
recognizing these incredible veterans
in the appropriate way.

I am as proud of the Marine Corps
today as ever. The Corps has dutifully
accomplished exactly what the Presi-
dent and this Nation have asked of
them over the past decade. Marines
have turned the tide in Iraq and con-
tinue to wage ahead in Afghanistan.
Marines continue to steer the course of
how to succeed in land campaigns and
remain always faithful, both to mission
and fellow marine.

Today, we celebrate the Marine
Corps. Tomorrow, we celebrate all our
warfighters, those men and women in
uniform who have committed their
time, and put their lives in harm’s
way, for the defense of the United
States. Thank you to all those who
have served. God bless all those cur-
rently deployed around the world. Sem-
per Fi.

————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
RAYMOND CARPENTER

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to pay tribute
to MG Raymond Carpenter, the acting
director of the Army National Guard,
for his ongoing, selfless dedication and
service to our country.

After enlisting in the South Dakota
National Guard in 1967, Major General
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Carpenter joined the Navy and de-
ployed to South Vietnam. After return-
ing to the Guard as a Vietnam veteran,
General Carpenter became a commis-
sioned officer in 1974 and has since
commanded at all levels. His efforts
have transformed the Army National
Guard from a strategic reserve into an
operational reserve force, and the
Army National Guard is now at its
highest level of readiness in its 375 year
history.

In our most recent conflicts, and
through these tough economic times,
General Carpenter has been credited
for driving cost efficiencies that have
saved millions of taxpayer dollars.
General Carpenter led the Army Na-
tional Guard through the drawdown in
Iraq and oversaw a critical component
of the U.S. strategy in Afghanistan,
the implementation and expansion of
the Guard’s Agribusiness Development
Teams.

General Carpenter’s service to our
Nation has come with considerable per-
sonal sacrifice from himself and his
family. Rather than fill the role of the
adjutant general of the South Dakota
Guard and return home to live with his
family, General Carpenter answered
the call of duty, accepted the job of the
director of the Army National Guard at
the National Guard Bureau, and
uncomplainingly shouldered a three
star workload for his two star pay.
General Carpenter put his and his fam-
ily’s life on hold for over 2 years and
lived at the mercy of the nomination
process, never knowing when he might
be replaced by a full director of the
Army Guard. I call on my colleagues in
the Senate to join me in honoring MG
Raymond Carpenter, and I hope his
successor will be confirmed in the near
future.

I know that the entire Senate joins
me in expressing my appreciation for
General Carpenter’s service to our
grateful Nation.

——
REMEMBERING DOROTHY RODHAM

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
rise in memory of Dorothy Howell
Rodham, a truly extraordinary woman
who died last week at the age of 92.

Many Americans knew Dorothy
Rodham through her daughter, Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, who credits her mother with giv-
ing her the strength, self-confidence,
perseverance, and faith she needed to
thrive in politics and diplomacy.

Millions of Americans had the oppor-
tunity to get to know Dorothy on the
campaign trail for her son-in-law, Wil-
liam Jefferson Clinton, and her daugh-
ter Hillary. They saw a bright, sincere,
and highly intelligent woman who was
so proud of her family and would do
anything for them.

Some of us had known that Dorothy
weathered a difficult childhood, but it
was only with her passing that many
Americans learned just how harrowing
it was. Abandoned by her parents at
age 8, she took her 3-year-old sister on
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